
Georgia O’Keeffe was born on November 15,
1887, in Sun Prairie, Wisconsin. She is best
known for fantastic paintings of flowers and
landscapes of the Southwest. As a child,
Georgia was quiet and independent. She was
one of six children in the O’Keeffe family.
Georgia was fascinated with nature and all of
its colors and beauty. By the time she was in
eighth grade she knew she wanted to be an
artist. So, at age 12, she began taking her
first art lessons.
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For the next few years, Georgia continued
studying other artists, teaching art classes,
and creating her own art. She had always
wanted to travel to the western part of the
United States. Luckily, when a friend of hers
told her there was a job out west as a teacher,
she jumped at the opportunity. As a teacher
in Amarillo, Texas, she encouraged her
students to use their creativity and to
appreciate the beauty around them. Students
were inspired by her passion for art and
nature.



In 1915, she began teaching at Columbia College in South Carolina. It was here that she
began creating charcoal drawings based on her feelings, and when she showed a famous art
gallery owner her work, he immediately accepted to show it in his gallery. In the fall of 1916,
Georgia once again moved west to teach in Canyon, Texas. Georgia concentrated on her
artwork by painting watercolors of the desert sky. 

Following a short stay in Texas, Georgia moved to New York where Georgia’s boyfriend and
gallery owner convinced her to sell her artwork at his studio. In 1923, she had her first
major art exhibition. More than 500 people came to see her work on the first day. Her first
exhibit featured 100 watercolors, charcoals, drawings, and oil paintings. The people of the
art world were impressed. Finally Georgia O’Keeffe had become well respected as a woman
artist and not just an art teacher.

In 1924, Georgia began painting her most famous paintings of large, colorful flowers. She
sold these paintings for very high prices, and people were willing to pay for her amazing
talent to bring the flowers to life on the canvas. Georgia spent the remainder of her life
traveling the west and back to New York. She created many beautiful paintings of the
southwestern environment and New York City.

Georgia died on March 6, 1986. She was 99 years old. She will forever be known for her
creative artwork and for her ability to inspire others to appreciate nature.


